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For the teachers and the parents
About this Book

The goal of this phonics book is to help children learn the alphabetic principle, the idea that letters represent the sounds of spoken lan-
guage — and that there is an organized, logical, and predictable relationship between written letters and spoken sounds.

Learning that there are predictable relationships between sounds and letters allows children to apply these relationships to both familiar
and unfamiliar words and to begin to read with fluency.

Learning step 1

Children are taught letters sounds in Reception. This involves thinking about what sound a word starts with, saying the sound out loud
and then recognising how that sound is represented by a letter. The aim is for children to be able to see a letter and then say the sound
it represents out loud. This is called deciding.

Learning step 2

Children then need to go from saying the individual sounds of each letter, to being able to blend the sounds and say the whole word.
This can be a big step for many children and takes time. While children are learning to say the sounds of letters out loud, they will also
begin to learn to write these letters.

Outcomes
By the end of K1 students should be able to:

+ Hold a book right side up and turn pages in the correct direction.

- Start at the top of the page, move from left to right and use return sweep until they get to the bottom.
+ Say words that all begin with the same sound.

* Identify the beginning and ending sounds of a spoken word.

« Identify the upper and lower case letters of the alphabet.

+ Say the sounds of the letters in the alphabet.

* Print the alphabet in both capital and lowercase letters.

» Read emergent-reader text with purpose and understanding.
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